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FLASH 


TO: 


FROM: 


Henry A. Kissinger 


Al Hai 



Despite my call to Dobrynin early this morning to stand by for 
an important message, he did not make himself available until 8:00 
tonight. Vorontsov is out of the country, and Dobrynin insisted that 
since it was after working hours in Moscow, there was little value m 


our meeting urgently. 

He did arrive in the office at 8:00 p.m., and I covered all 
of the talking points you outlined and mentioned specifically the 
problems associated with the expedited pace Hanoi imposed on us, 
their breach of faith at a critical moment, and the difficulty brought 
about by the unimpaired presence of the entire Nortn Vietnamese army 
in the South. I told him that despite this, the President was intent on 
bringing the conflict to a negotiated settlement and that we considered 
it essential that both the United States and the Soviet Union exercise 
the greatest degree of restraint on both of their partners to be sure 
this occurred. it was especially important that Hanoi not enter into 
a public polemic with us as a result of this temporary setback or we 
might well be forced to take measures which would be inimical to all 
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the progress that had been made thu* f 

made thus far. At the President • • 

T r* -» ^ ® insistence 

I told Dobrynin that Brezhnev s ho„M n 

, t . UW be MSUred **»» President is 

determined to continue to ma i- 

to make every effort to solve the nrnM 
thaf - Problem and 

that the efforts we are mof 

are making now will nof k,-, rr 

, ” 0t be »“«<**> by the election 

m any way. 

I told Dobrynin yon were returning to Washington urgently 

omorrow to meet with the President and that you h a 

could be promntl ° P an ° ther meet ing 

P mptly arranged with the other side with the • 

. Wlth the view toward 

djustmg the work schedule in the livht 

llght 0f rec “t difficulties, jn the 


meantime, we were taking certain military 
our good will and serious intent. 


actions which would demonstrate 


At the conclusion of the 

B e bng ' 1 Urged D °*>rynin to inform 

Brezhnev as soon as possible of this development and to 

pment and to urge him to 

; " °°~ ely ~ -e done in recent 

in IT' 3 “' “ W3S eSSen “ al ^ ° f “ ^ - situation 

m Southeast Asia to affect th« • 

us whi h lm provmg relations between the two of 

U-S which were qn ^ 

were so important to , 

mg tensions worldwide 

~ .. ..... ... ;. „ 

Z : ‘ ■ ““ e. 

States Government repeated 

for this reas h additional demands, and that 

son, the suspicion was that we were either stall' 
to saticfi u n m s ^Umg or unable 

to satisfy What we had already agreed to He , 

- He stated that Brezhnev 

would have onlv aue^Hnr, 

y question as would Hanoi and *w 

' and that was whether or not 
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- . , p followed by a new set of requirements, 
this delay would be followed oy 

. . nf Nort h Vietnamese troops in the 

especially latched onto the problem 

v whether you would have new demands with 
South and wanted to know whethe y 

.. i fhat he know whether or not 
respect to them, ft said it was essential that 

, meeting was occasioned by a need to modify 

the delay in the additiona 

. to insist on farther concessions from Hanoi, 
the work schedule or a need to insist 

•dent had accepted the agreement but sta e 
I told :him that the President had P 

i led to the speed of the work schedule, 
we had difficulties in Saigon rela 

• omnUcation brought about by the Hanoi leak, and as you 

the serious complication » 

i cions the difficulty that the 
had pointed out to him on several occasions , t 

V • » with the lack of assurances of any kind 

South Vietnamese were having 

in u-etnamese forces in South Vietnam. I statea 
with respect to North Vietnamese 

1 eH .p. to Mr. Brezhnev in which 1 

that the President was writing a 

asked was clarified. However, 

would be sure that the question he 

.. TT e side would have no additional 
I noted that from my perspective, the U.S. 

demands but would wish to conununicate further with Hanoi so that a 

revised workable schedule could be adopted and to be sure that 

c nritVi I also made it 

. understood the complications we were faced with. 

, „ a period of public polemic about 

clear that if Hanoi were to enter into a per 

• e.- rr cmfhack both sides might be 
what is understandably a disappointing setback, 

Hons which would be counter-productive 

forced to undertake military actions which 

, bQth sought . I pointed out that the ». S. and the President 

to the goals we both sougnt. a k> 
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in particular was ~ 

was deadly serious about arri^ at . settlemem as 

soon as possible. He then said that it nn« 

t it now appears that it could- not 

ba until after the election, with a twinkle in his eye that 

is eye that suggested 

he suspected this was our strateev a ii al 

strategy all along, j told him that the 

election had absolutely no bearina on th. t- ■ 

armg on the timing of the settlement, 

whether it occurred before, on the day of the elect- 

ay ot the election or after, and that 

we intended to pursue the matter with the same sense of urgency 

have adopted from the outset of . • 

outset of the serious talks. 

Warm regards. 
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